
MINUTES EXTRAORDINARY MEETING TIME 

COUNCIL THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER 2018 8.32AM 

 

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Council held on Thursday 4 October 2018, commencing at 

8.32am in the Manawatū District Council Chambers, 135 Manchester Street, Feilding. 

PRESENT: Mayor Helen Worboys (Chairperson) 

 Cr Steve Bielski  

 Cr Barbara Cameron  

 Cr Stuart Campbell  

 Cr Shane Casey  

 Cr Michael Ford  

 Cr Hilary Humphrey  

 Cr Phil Marsh  

 Cr Andrew Quarrie  

 Cr Alison Short  

 Cr Howard Voss  

   

IN ATTENDANCE: Richard Templer (Chief Executive) 

 Shayne Harris (General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory) 

 Brent Limmer (General Manager – Community and Strategy) 

 Frances Smorti (General Manager – People and Culture) 

 Hamish Waugh (General Manager – Infrastructure) 

 Rebecca Bell (Strategy Manager) 

 Stacey Bell (Economic Development Adviser) 

 Michael Hawker (Project Delivery Manager) 

 Paul Stein (Communications Manager) 

 Lisa Thomas (Policy Advisor) 

 Mathew Bayliss (Community Facilities Manager) 

 Lorraine Thompson (Executive Assistant – Chief Executive) 

 Trena Hokianga (Executive Assistant – Mayor) 

 Nichole Ganley (Governance Support Officer) 

 Allie Dunn (Governance Team Leader) 
 

MDC 18/569 MEETING OPENING 

Her Worship the Mayor declared the meeting open. 

MDC 18/570 APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies. 

MDC 18/571 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 

MDC 18/572 NOTIFICATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no items of extraordinary business notified for consideration.  

MDC 18/573 REVIEW OF REPRESENTATION – DETERMINING RESOLUTION 2018 

Report of the General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory dated 21 September 2018 

seeking adoption of a determining resolution for future representation arrangements of 

the Manawatū District Council.  
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Her Worship the Mayor introduced the item, speaking about how the current ward 

arrangements no longer complied with the Local Electoral Act 2001 requirements due 

to population movements within the district. She spoke about the discussions by Council 

to consider how best to provide for representation of communities of interest within 

the district. The Council consulted on its preferred option, and received six submissions 

on that proposal.  

The Governance Team Leader explained that the Council needed to consider all of the 

submissions received and must be able to demonstrate that it has done this by providing 

reasons for the acceptance or rejection of submissions. Any changes that the Council 

wished to make to its proposal must be in response to the submissions.  She explained 

that once Council had made its determining resolution, a public notice would be placed 

in the Feilding-Rangitīkei Herald edition of 11 October 2018. It was a statutory 

requirement that the public notice state the reasons for the rejection of submissions 

and the reasons for any amendments made to the Council’s initial proposal. This means 

that the Council would need to record these reasons in its resolution adopting the final 

proposal.  

The Council agreed that it would take the decision-making on each part of the 

recommendations separately.  

PART ONE: COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST 

The following points were raised during debate: 

 The small number of submissions received, in comparison with submissions 

received from consultation on the rating system, indicating most people were 

comfortable with Council’s proposal; 

 The differences between the north of the Northern Ward and the Southern Ward 

were not large enough to support the need for separate wards; 

 Council recognises the different needs of its district when deliberating on matters 

at the Council table; 

 The ability for rural ward electors to vote for five candidates to represent them 

rather than the two or three via the current system was better for democracy; 

 The oath that all elected members take to act in the best interests of the district 

as a whole; 

 Rural communities were well represented by their Councillors, Federated Farmers 

and the district’s Community Committees; 

 The benefit of allocating Liaison Councillors to Community Committees in an area 

they are not originally from and how the Community Committees provide good 

access for the community to elected members; 

 The perceived isolation of the northern area of the district, noting that some of 

the matters that make them feel isolated were not under Council control; and 

 The northern area could achieve specific representation by nominating good 

candidates and encouraging a good voter turnout to vote for them.  

RESOLVED 

1.1 That the Council notes the submission commenting on Communities of 

Interest and how the rural community of interest in the northern part of the 

district was different to that of the southern part of the district, but believes 
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the description of the communities of interest sufficiently recognises these 

differences. 

1.2 In accordance with the reason given above, the Council makes the following 

determining resolution: 

That the Council agrees that identifiable communities of interest exist below 

District level in the Manawatū District and that these are: 

The township of Feilding and adjacent urban environs. 

The rural parts of the district surrounding the township of Feilding, being 

predominantly hill country to the north, and rolling country and coastal 

areas to the south including the rural communities and villages within those 

parts of the district. 

Moved by: Councillor Michael Ford 

Seconded by: Councillor Shane Casey 

CARRIED 

PART TWO: EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION – WARD BASED, NO MEMBERS ELECTED AT 

LARGE 

Clarification was sought around paragraph 3.4 in the officer’s report about the process 

for appeals and objections.  The Governance Team Leader explained that Council’s 

decision would be publicly notified on 11 October 2018, and there would be a one 

month period where the submitters to Council’s initial proposal could appeal Council’s 

final proposal, but only on matters raised within their original submission.  If the Council 

amended their proposal in light of submissions, then the decision would be open to 

objections from all people.  

RESOLVED 

2.1 That the Council notes the submission regarding the possibility of increased 

use of the casting vote, however advises that the Council believes the 

number of wards would not have any impact on how elected members might 

choose to vote on issues before them.  

2.2 That the Council declines the submission seeking an option that would 

provide for two clear representatives elected by residents in the North of 

the district, either via a boundary change or by seeking an exception to the 

fair representation requirement of the Local Electoral Act 2001 as it believes 

that given the constraints of the Local Electoral Act 2001 and the fact that 

the Manawatū district includes areas of low population dispersed over large 

geographical areas, the proposed rural ward was the best arrangement to 

ensure fair and effective representation of both the urban and rural 

communities of interest.  

2.3 That the Council declines the submission seeking adoption of the Hills / Flats 

/ Urban Ward option that would see one Councillor elected from the Hills 

Ward, three Councillors elected from the Flats Ward, and five Councillors 
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elected from the Urban Ward as it believes that it is important that there is 

the same number of rural ward Councillors as there are urban ward 

Councillors.  

2.4 That the Council declines the  submission that the larger population base and 

therefore voting power in the southern end of the proposed Rural Ward may 

result in no representation from the northern end of the district at the 

Council table, noting that the Council has no influence over where the 

candidates offering themselves for election may live, or how voters may 

choose to exercise their votes.  

2.5 That the Council accepts the submissions in support of the proposed number 

of Councillors and the proposal for an even split between the number of 

rural ward and urban ward Councillors, noting that it believed it was 

important that there was balanced representation for both the rural ward 

and urban ward. 

2.6 That the Council accepts the submissions in support of the proposed Rural 

Ward, agreeing with the importance of providing for election of specific 

representation of the rural sector at the Council table given the impact of 

decisions made by the Council about rating, resource management and 

roading that can affect the viability of farming. 

2.7 In accordance with the reasons given above, the Council makes the following 

determining resolution: 

That the Council agrees that electing all members from Wards would achieve 

effective representation. 

That the Council proposes that the Council comprises ten members and a 

Mayor, to be elected from two Wards.  The two Wards to reflect the 

following identified communities of interest: 

Ward Community of Interest 

Rural Ward The rural parts of the district surrounding the 

township of Feilding, being predominantly hill 

country to the north, and rolling country and coastal 

areas to the south including the rural communities 

and villages within those parts of the district 

Feilding Ward The township of Feilding and adjacent urban 

environs 

 

The population that each member will represent is: 
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Two  Wards 

5 members elected from Rural Ward 

5 members elected from Feilding Ward 

 Est. Population 

at 30 June 2017 

No. of 

members 

Electors per 

member 

% difference 

from quota 

Rural Ward 14,150 5 2,830 -6.45 

Feilding Ward 16,100 5 3,220 6.45 

TOTAL 30,250 10 3,025  

 

Moved by: Councillor Alison Short 

Seconded by: Councillor Howard Voss 

CARRIED 

PART THREE: COMMUNITY BOARDS 

Her Worship the Mayor noted the discussion around the success of the Manawatū 

District’s Community Committees and how well they work. She spoke about how the 

Community Committees were recognised by other Councils around the country as a 

good model for engagement with the community.  

RESOLVED 

3.1 That the Council accepts the submission in support of not establishing 

Community Boards noting its agreement with the submitter that effective 

representation would not be enhanced by establishing community boards.  

3.2 In accordance with the reason given above, the Council makes the following 

determining resolution: 

“That the Council agrees that: 

It is not in the best interests of the Manawatū District to establish community 

boards; and  

Effective representation would not be enhanced by establishing community 

boards having considered the identified communities of interest in terms of 

distinctiveness, representation, access and effective governance; and 

Having confirmed the establishment of Wards, that Ward elected councillors 

are likely to provide sufficient representation of communities of interest and 

therefore will ensure adequate mechanisms of representation and access 

between elected members and the population.”  
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Moved by: Councillor Howard Voss 

Seconded by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

CARRIED 

MDC 18/574 CONSIDERATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items notified for consideration.  

MDC 18/575 MEETING CLOSURE 

Her Worship the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.58am. 

 

Approved and adopted as a true and correct record: 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON  DATE 
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